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(A Manuscript from St. Petersburg Contdmmg
the Tafs*zr of Saddza GdOI}) |

Samucl ben Jacob the 11lh century Mdsorete who copled the f'lmous
: blbh(:dl ‘manuscript Firkovitch 819.:1 now housed m St Petefr%burg
(Leningrad), also copled many addltlonal blbllcal mdnuqcrlptb One of the
_':moqt 1nterestmg is ms. °% (Flrkowtch Ebr 118 Cl paper), which contdms
_'the Ambw trcmslatlon (tafsir) of Saadia G*lon The Mdsoretw materlal

found in the manuscript is uulque and contains some grammatical
':comments These comments are discussed in this artlcle along with an

:dnaly‘us of their language termmology, and C(mtcnt‘;

‘This Masoretlc material teachcs us that Samucl ben deb ‘was
_mﬂuenced by the ﬁrst chrew grammanans and by the first gramlnatlcal
ffworks they wrote. These ‘EOUI‘CGb led hnn to rcmvequgdtc the Masorctic
‘material he worked on. He expenmcmcd to a limited - extent with
_:"explalnmg the dlfferent imgulqtlc forms dppearmg in the Blble dnd the
'f-'_1‘elat10nsh1p¢; between the forms. - N __ _ _

- Two Masoretic comments fr om ms. °% dealing'Wi'th the Masoretic
'-'_system and pnnuplc% of c:ouﬂtmfD are d]bO discussed i in this article. Both
-'_':fcomments constitute the first step in investigating the Masora and in
_defining its methods. Additional Masoretic comments containing
":‘-'h_o_'milies based on letters or exceptional words in the Bible are also
taken up in this paper. |



